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A DREAM THAT TURNED TO DESIRE
LED ME TO A NEW BEGINNING,
A FRESH START !

A dream that turned to desire led me to a
new beginning, a fresh start | Listening to
the wonders of Japan from my parents
made me desire to visit this fascinating
country. And when | did, | was so impressed
at how this place that | only imagined grow-
ing-up was more than what | thought it
would be.

‘Do not wait for things to happen, make

it happen”, a quote befitting of what | did
just to get to this point in my life. | worked
doubly hard for my dream to become a real-
ity. I believe that we all have the power to
change our lives to the direction that we
want.

When | arrived, | was full of enthusiasm
and to do list. Everything was surreal, |

SEEAEANEIFEDEF  Andrea Salazar

made it ! | had my language lessons on my
first semester. | gained new friends and
discover different cultures and traditions.

Together we studied Nihongo, it was diffi-
cult, but since all of us are on the same
boat, | was not nervous.

The semester passed and it was now
time, to start in my department. | was jit-
tery at first but was overjoyed when they
welcomed me with open arms. | am espe-
cially lucky for my mentors are all very sup-
portive and kind. | was super impressed by
the talent and hand dexterity of my profes-
sars, awed by the approaches and instru-
mentations used during operations. Every-
thing was different and the talent of my
mentors are exceptional and above par.



With research | get to exercise critical
thinking and observation. We had to brain-
storm and read tons of books and research-
es. It was mind boggling but little by little, |
am getting used to it. Surprisingly, | was
able to do poster presentation, though
nerve wracking but happy that it was over.
Hopefully, | will be able to do more presen-
tations with the help of my mentors and
maybe publications in the near future.

| am also deeply honored to be a part of
the people who assist foreigh guests
whenever there are symposiums, confer-

ences or conventions. As well as short
term exchange students in Niigata Univer-
sity from introducing surgical practices
and hospital facilities to reinforcing their
knowledge about the oral surgery field. |
was once shy of talking to other people but
the experience honed me to be well round-
ed, calm and soft spoken. It is a great ex-

perience and a good training ground for me
to develop self-confidence.

And lastly, as a person, | have grown by
heaps and bounds. The roller coaster of
emotions weaving through life here made
me who | am right now- strong in character;
firmer in decisions and courageous, giving
me a positive outlook in life.

| came to Japan with the purpose of mak-
ing a difference in the world instead it made
a difference in me. | know now that for any
endeavor, it starts with YOU ! The road to
what | want to achieve maybe rocky but by
taking it one step at a time, armed with
what | have learned in Japan and the Grace
of God, | will in time reach my ultimate path.
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The goal of my life changed,
when 1 came here Niigata University.

IZNBERIZSE Orakarn Suebsamarn

My name is Orakarn Suebsamarn. | came
from Thailand. Although my nickname is
Lookkaew, It's quite difficult for Japanese
to pronounce my nickname. So everyone
here calls me Ke-o (7 —4). I've graduated
from the Faculty of Dentistry, Khon-Kaen
University. After graduated, | was working
as an instructor at the Institute of Dentist,
Suranaree University of Technology, Nak-
honratchasima, Thailand. In order to devel-
op my potential, | applied the MEXT schol-
arship last year. Then | got a chance to be
the 1st year postgraduate student in divi-
sion of Pediatric Dentistry, Graduate
School of Medical and Dental Sciences Ni-
igata University.

In my opinion, it's very challenging for the
dentist to create the first impression for
child patients or manage their behaviors,
seeing that it is a starting point to make a
good attitude to dentists and encourage
them to be good oral health. As mentioned
above, this is the reason | would like to be
a pedodontist. It means so much to me as
being a part of this department. All the
staffs are very kind and helpful. I'm really
appreciated

Talking about my first year here, | have to
learn and practice in the clinic about pedi-
atric treatment knowledge and techniques.
Even it's been only 9 months, I've gotten a
lot of experience and have opened my eyes
and ears. I've seen a lot of patients whom
I've seen only in the textbook such as sev-

eral genetic disorder patients. At Niigata
University, pedodontists take care not only
children, but also special need care pa-
tients of all ages. This reminded me to
think about the situation in my country. In
Thailand, most pedodontists take care only
children under 15 years old. Special needs
care patients should be followed up by the
same dentist since they were children.
However, in Thailand, when they become
adults, most general practitioners deny
giving treatment to them because of the
lack of potential in behavioral manage-
ments.

Those disregarded patients made the
goal in my life changed. After graduated, |
would like to be a pedodontist who is able
to take care of special need care patients
throughout their lives. Therefore, I'm look-

ing forward to learning and practicing how
to treat those patients in appropriate ways
during my next three years and I'll try my
best.
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