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Outstanding Poster Presentation Award at The 70th Congress of the Japanese Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (JSOMS)

Outstanding Poster Presentation Award at The 70th Congress of
the Japanese Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (JSOMS)

Center for Advanced Oral Science, Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

| am honored to receive the Outstanding
Poster Presentation Award at JSOMS,
held at the Fukuoka International Congress
Center. My presentation, titled “Investiga-
tion of therapeutic efficacy of microparti-
cle-formulated erythromycin in a BRONJ
attributed to periodontitis model,” intro-
duced a new therapeutic approach for bis-
phosphonate-related osteonecrosis of the
jaw (BRONJ).

We evaluated erythromycin in biodegrad-
able microparticles (PLA14200) as a local
treatment. A single administration im-
proved gingival healing, enhanced bone for-
mation, and reduced inflammation. Tissue
and gene analyses showed restored bone
cell balance, stronger DEL-1 expression,
and activation of microtubule-related path-
ways, supporting its potential to promote
natural bone repair in BRONJ.

Prasiddha Mahardhika El Fadhlallah

This accomplishment marks a meaning-
ful step in my academic development. | am
deeply grateful to my supervisors, Re-
search Professor Tomoki Maekawa (Center
for Advanced Oral Science) and Professor
Kei Tomihara (Division of Oral & Maxillofa-
cial Surgery), as well as the faculty mem-
bers and Ph.D. students of the Center for
Advanced Oral Science, for their guidance
and continued support.

At the award ceremony of the 70th Congress of
the Japanese Society of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeons (JSOMS)
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Asia Dysphagia Society Young Investigator Award

Asia Dysphagia Society
Young Investigator AwardS2EiR&
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the Best Country-Regional Award from the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) Conference

Academic Award Report

Division of Preventive Dentistry Olenka Yomira VALENZUELA TORRES

| am honored to have received the Best
Country-Regional Award from the Asian
Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD)
Conference held in Indonesia for my pre-
sentation entitled "Effectiveness of Antibi-
otic Periodontal Treatment on Volatile Sul-
fur Compound Levels in Diabetic Patients”.

This study was designed as a random-
ized controlled clinical trial to investigate
the impact of periodontal therapy with and
without adjunctive antibiotics on halitosis
in patients with diabetes mellitus. A total
of 30 participants aged 37 to 83 years were
enrolled and allocated into two groups: a
non-antimicrobial treatment group and an
antimicrobial treatment group. In the latter,
2% minocycline was locally administered at
weeks 0, 2, 4, and 6 to periodontal sites with
probing depths of 4 mm or greater.

The results demonstrated a significant
reduction in methyl mercaptan (CHsSH) lev-
els in the antimicrobial group, accompanied
by a decrease in the number of patients ex-

Group photo of the Division of Preventive
Dentistry, Niigata University, at the conference
venue. The author is third from the left.

ceeding the clinical threshold for malodor.
As CHsSH is primarily derived from peri-
odontal tissues, it appears to be particular-
ly responsive to periodontal treatment
combined with local antibiotic therapy.

In contrast, no significant changes were
observed in dimethyl sulfide ((CHs)2S) or
hydrogen sulfide (H=S). H2S, which mainly
originates from tongue coating, showed
limited response to localized periodontal in-
tervention, while (CHs)=S, considered to be
of systemic origin, remained unaffected by
antimicrobial treatment.

Taken together, these findings suggest
that adjunctive antibiotic therapy selectively
improves halitosis of periodontal origin in di-
abetic patients. Receiving this award marks
an important step in my academic journey
and further motivates me to continue pursu-
ing high-quality research. | would like to ex-
press my sincere gratitude to Professor Hi-
roshi Ogawa, Professor Kaname Nohno, and
Dr. Kumiko Minagawa for their invaluable
guidance and continuous support.

Group photo at the conference venue. The
author is second from the left.
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Embark on a New Journey in Niigata

BRENU/N\EUT—Y3avZ5%H Ho Yin LEUNG

ChITBIE ! Tam lan («f 72/) from the Di-
vision of Dysphagia Rehabilitation. | was
graduated from the University of Hong
Kong in 2019 with a Bachelor's Degree of
Science in Speech and Hearing Sciences.
After completing my undergraduate study,
| had worked as a speech therapist (S8t
F1)
in Hong Kong for 4 years. My work focused

in a non-governmental organization

primarily on dysphagia management for el-
derly residing in long-term care facilities.
Apart from that, | sometimes visited day-
care centers as well and provided rehabili-
tation services for community-dwelling se-
niors.

The idea of studying abroad in Japan
came up when | was working in the geriat-
ric rehabilitation sector. | came across a
wide variety of dysphagia-related innova-
tions that were originated from Japan, in-
cluding appealing dysphagia-friendly ben-
to, specialised enzyme for diet modification,
aral hygiene kits for frail patients, and lin-
gual rehabilitation tools that could be per-
formed individually by patients at home.
These cutting-edge products have greatly
enhanced patients’ quality of life and allevi-
ated caregiver burden.

Japan has always been the global pio-
neer in dysphagia rehabilitation, with signif-
icant research effort invested in the field.
The annual meeting of Japanese Society

of Dysphagia Rehabilitation provides a
platform for encouraging knowledge ex-
change and advocating evidence-based
practices. On the other hand, well-catego-
rized dysphagia-friendly products can be
easily found in the local community, which
reflects high social awareness and respect
on patients with swallowing difficulties
among the Japanese society. In this re-
gard, | have decided to continue my en-
deavor on dysphagia rehabilitation in Niiga-
ta University since September 2023.

Studying in Niigata University has been
fruitful and rewarding, with ample opportu-
nities to meet patients with different medi-
cal etiologies. | also greatly appreciate the
opportunity to observe instrumental evalu-
ations of high-risk dysphagic patients,
something that | rarely had the chance or
resource to access during my previous
work in Hong Kong. Colleagues and friends
from my division have been helpful and en-
couraging during
my clinical and
research works. |
have been enjoy-
ing my post-grad-
uate study in Ni-
igata University.
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